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Why locks and lockpicking? Started off as useful skill, 
became a hobby. 
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Earliest example found in Palace of Khorsabad in Assyria, 
700BC around the reign of Sargon II. All wood construction, 
with three tumblers.

First record of any lock was in 1300BC, listed on a Greek Linear B tablet 
found in Crete.



The Egyptians borrowed the design 
from the Assyrians. Greeks borrowed 
the design from the Egyptians. Both 
added minor refinements.

Look familiar?





100 AD – 300 AD

Not long after Marcus Aurelius was 
Emperor of Rome
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How old? No one knows. Both ancient China and Rome used them.

Still used by cheap padlocks today.



Single lever locks used during the Roman era, but mostly 
operated as ward locks.

First modern lever lock - 1778 by Robert Barron of England



Well. No one knows. It was ‘secret’.

But not very well.
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Bramah Safety Lock

Joseph Bramah, also creator of first 
flush toilet, created the first high 
security lock in 1770s. 



Invented by Jeremiah Chubb of Portsmouth, England in 1818



Probably one of the first white hat hackers
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http://toool.nl/bumping.pdf
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https://securitysnobs.com/




…



…



http://casper.im/locks/TSA-master-keys.zip



In 2009, German and Dutch police used 
a ‘special’ handcuff key not available to 
the public. One decently high 
resolution picture, it was successfully 
replicated.

http://www.thingiverse.com/thing:72351





Go to https://github.com/ewust/keys
Install python (programming compiler)
Run the following line for a bump key:
python KeywayDetection.py ./sample-lock.jpg -kc 9 9 9 9 9 9 9

https://github.com/ewust/keys


Ikon SK6

Schlage Primus
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Deep Curve

Hybrid
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Source: Alcohol and access to a scanning electron microscope
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http://youtube.com/
https://encrypted.google.com/search?q=lockpicking
http://connect.waag.org/toool
http://deviating.net/lockpicking/videos.html
http://toool.us/
http://toool.nl/
http://blackbag.nl/
http://deviating.net/
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